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Vaccines have been used in treatment, but their value has not
been demonstrated.
Foals affected with joint ill if allowed to live must be
separated from pregnant mares. All mares which are dams
of foals with affected joints must be treated as infected.
Contagious Abortion in other Animals.
Contagious abortion has also been noted in ewes, goats, and
swine. In certain outbreaks in ewes in Great Britain the
disease has been shown to be due to a vibrio. As distinguished
from bovine abortion, the uterine discharge after abortion is
often mucoid, rusty coloured, or blood-stained, and the
vagina may contain some of the discharges even during
pregnancy.
Infection probably takes place by ingestion and also to some
extent through the ram during copulation.
In the control of the disease attention is directed to the
disposal by fire of the dead fcetus and foetal membranes, the
separation of affected ewes, and disinfection. If the ram is
responsible, it should be disposed of to the butcher.
In swine, outbreaks of contagious abortion have been found
to be due to Bacillus abortus Bang in the United States of
America. Apparently the strain found in swine is more
virulent for guinea-pigs than that found in cattle. The
methods of control adopted are similar to those noted for
cattle.
It may be mentioned as a matter of interest that the
Bacillus abortus Bang closely resembles the Brucella
melitensis, and that in recent years an organism which
appears to be indistinguishable from the Bacillus abortus
Bang has been isolated from human patients showing
symptoms like those of undulant fever.